Via Electronic Mail

Dr. Earthea Nance

EPA Region 6 Main Office
1201 Elm Street, Suite 500
Dallas, Texas 75270

September 1, 2022

Dear Dr. Nance:

Inclusive Lowsiana
8191 Pleasant Hill St
Convent, LA 70723

Louisiana Bucket Brigade
3416B Canal Street
New Orleans, LA 70119

We would like to thank you and the EPA Region 6 staff for the productive conversation on
Tuesday. We are pleased that this meeting concluded with a plan of action to address
cumulative impacts of air pollution and the need for federally administered air monitoring in St.
James Parish. We look forward to continuing working with the EPA Region 6 office toward a

solution and propose that we meet again in one month, at your convenience, at the end of

September.

We understand the action items to be as follows:

s The Office of the Regional Administrator will speak with the Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality (LDEQ), including LDEQ Secretary Dr. Chuck Carr Brown. The
Region 6 Office will inquire about DEQ’s protocols including:

o LDEQ’s failure to address NAAQS violations of PM2.5 and NO2 predicted by air
dispersion modeling performed by Nucor Steel and Formosa Plastics (see

Appendix A & B)

o The questionable value of LDEQ’s recent, S-day air monitoring “mission” in
Romeville, during which LDEQ failed to use the MAML’s capability to sample
PM10, NOx, NH3, and Hg. As part of that mission, the LDEQ Deputy Secretary
inaccurately claimed that sulfuric acid mist is not a concern in Romeville, based

on data from SO2 monitors located >25 miles away (see Appendix C), despite
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LDEQ emissions data showing >100 tons of sulfuric acid emitted within 2 miles
of Romeville in 2021. The Deputy Secretary also claimed, inaccurately, that the
MAML can identify NAAQS violations (Appendix C).

« EPA Region 6, Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division (represented by Mr.
Steve Thompson) to share information regarding the division’s ongoing work with LDEQ
in addressing permit violations at Nucor Steel, LLC.

e The current lack of — and urgent need for — comprehensive, NAAQS-comparable air
monitoring in St. James Parish. LDEQ has recognized the need for this monitoring and
has claimed, without any additional detail, to be “working toward longer-term ambient air
monitoring strategies for St. James Parish” (see Appendix D).

» Follow up meeting between EPA Region 6 and Dr. Peter DeCarlo (Johns Hopkins
University). Dr. DeCarlo’s MODULAIR-PM air monitoring data indicates four
exceedances of the PM10 NAAQS in the first six months of 2022.

We look forward to working with you towards these action items and reconvening once next
steps are to be ascertained.

We would also like to address our concerns regarding two misleading statements by EPA staff in
the meeting.

1. Statement by David Garcia of the Air and Radiation Division regarding PM air
monitoring.

Mr. Garcia initially claimed that existing air monitors encompass the geography in question
and are not reporting problems with particulate matter. Mr. Garcia was referring to air
monitors in the New Orleans—Metairie metropolitan statistical area, which constitutes eight
parishes including St. James, and has a total area of 3,755 mi2. In this statistical area, the
PM10 monitor nearest Romeville, LA (where Dr. DeCarlo’s monitors are stationed) is more
than 40 miles away in New Orleans City Park. The nearest PM2.5 and NO2 monitors in this
statistical area are more than 30 miles away in Kenner, LA. As Mr. Garcia is aware, air
quality data from such a distance is not an adequate representation of pollution in St. James
Parish.
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2. Statement by Mr. Steve Thompson of the Enforcement and Compliance Assurance
Division, regarding Nucor Steel’s permit modifications and public comment.

Mr. Thompson, along with other staff familiar with the issue of Nucor Steel, asserted that
Nucor’s permit modifications were given an appropriate public comment period, as
according to agency protocol. Again, this statement would have gone unchallenged had our
team not provided a clear example of LDEQ issuing Nucor a permit - with no public input -
for sulfuric acid. Note that the company was rewarded for bad behavior. Nucor released
sulfuric acid without a permit, and LDEQ allowed Nucor to avoid future violations by adding
sulfuric acid to its permit, with no requirement for air monitoring or public input. Mr.
Thompson also suggested that EPA had been keeping the community members informed
about the ongoing enforcement action involving Nucor. Community members have not
received an update regarding this enforcement action since being alerted to the March 2022
inspection report being posted on the EPA’s Enforcement website in May of 2022. Beyond
receipt of that public notice, we have had no information about any enforcement actions
involving Nucor but we certainly welcome additional information about enforcement
activities.

Both of these statements had the potential to undermine our efforts to address gaps in
monitoring, enforcement, and facility oversight. To prevent this in the future, we would like to
offer our availability to clarify or verify any information received by state and federal agency
staff, or industry representatives. Our staff person, Shreyas Vasudevan
(shrevas@rlabucketbrigade.org, 412-515-7709) will be available to provide this input, or direct
your office to a more relevant party whenever necessary.

Again, we thank you for the opportunity to discuss this matter and are eager to work together to
address pollution issues in St. James. We look forward to receiving updates from the Region 6
office on the identified action items.
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LOUISIANA

Appendix A
Excerpt from permits for Formosa Plastics (FG LA LLC)

PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION SUMMARY

FGLA Complex
hgency Interest Moo 198351
GLa g
Welonme, %5 James Parish, Louisiang
PED-LABL2

el 1, which i5 belewthe

Pollntan BAALE
Phdig RERES 3%
oy T 156
S-howr I3 557
By, Pedr 28R I8y
Aviua 784 Hif
{43 E-HBonr Piadad .50

ond Swpaet Anclvsis fier Coomg

masiTen s
o 1o the monitored
s Progost g b

58

ED_014358_00000205-00004



LOUISIANA

Appendix B
Excerpts from permit for Nucor Steel
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LOUISIANA

Appendix B
Excerpts from permit for Nucor Steel
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LOUISIANA

Appendix C
Email from LDEQ Deputy Secretary to Inclusive Louisiana on July 13, 2022

From: Derise Bennett

Sent: Wednesday, fJuly: 13, 2022 11:35 AM

Ta: Mail Service; Myrtle Felton: Gail LeBeouf
Ce: lason Meyers Peter Cazeaux

Subject: RE: Monitonhg Questigns

Importance: High

Categories: responsive

Dear WMembers of iy e Lendisians,

Thie responses to vour airmanitoring guestion are below,

Further Upideta: e are whalde to utllizethe churchiiocation due to spaos but wa are pursuing the fecrestional p
Rewmevifle 5t 55 6 site slternative. Fram the pha (o you can seethat the Mobile Ay Woritoring Lab reglires s ot
of spaee., Jdn eddition sy gthersiing meeds such as s s b power e the ebility 1o safely seture the vehide Welaok
forweard to takirg the MEML (o Romaville the lee ek of Juby 2008, weather permitting and ook we forward to
coordingting atou of the Rahl for the community,

SR LY

Resporss to inclusive Lowisians guestions o alr monitoring in Rormesills, Lo,
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LOUISIANA

Appendix C
Email from LDEQ Deputy Secretary to Inclusive Louisiana on July 13, 2022
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3. How long will the monitoring project last?

Thiz profect izexpectsd to last approwimately fvedays, This schedule may be

A

unforesesn

4. Foreach pﬂﬁutant w hat is the spemfw k\f el that LDEC would consider tp be unacespiably hwh?
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8. Sulfuric acid mist is one of the main pollutants of concern for Romeville. Will LDEQ monitor sulfuric
acid mist? ¥ so, how often will it be measured?

The state Hmit {also called ambient air standard} for sulfuric acid mist is very high. What evidence
does LDEQ have that this level is safe for communities? Can LDEQ share that ewdsnce with us?
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iThD Michile dir Monitering Labs (MAMLS) sre ninhile momi wwhers ik the state. The
! 516 voed proactively to venly compliance with th
in r._,tig,ﬁtion of prat and present complsints and concerne, andie ¥
¥ Here, cdor patrol vefers to 2n nrganized spprosck 4 ecting snd or rECOEMZING ;.id:f}. (an an cubloor RTER s

B The cxiteris sir pollotants include particle poliution, grovmd-level ozone, carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, and lead,

*utg E&b*‘ tl*'mt can be deploved to monitor ax

ED_014358_00000205-00008



LOUISIANA

Appendix D
Email from LDEQ Deputy Secretary to Inclusive Louisiana on August 4, 2022

Fronw Denise Benngtt

Sant: Thursday, August 4, 3022 1159 AR

To: Inclusive Louisiana

Ler Chick Brown: Roger Gingles fason Mevers Gragory Langley; Bijan Sharafkhani
Subject: RE LDED Monitorng Follow-Up

Lategories: responsive

Thardeyou For prowiding the Lovisniana Departivent of Bovironmental Quality (LDECG) wnth an opportunity to
"gagﬁ with members of your gronp while one of LUECQ s twro Bobile Air Monitoning Laberatories (WAML:
vas located i the Bomeville Community for 1 S-day ambient sir monitoring mission. Begnning in early 2022,
LDEQ sevretary Dr. Chucls Carr Browm egpanded the use of cur ix!I.aiIsﬂ to include amboent ar momteding i
locations not previously wisited Since then, the WAR Ls have beenin several other snvironmental eqmty
eriental aabient ar monitoring, inchuding tn 3t James Parish an the
across theriver from Romewille

state, conducting suppl
app Fiver, which 1s

locations a
west bank of rhr

& review of the LA ¢ data from the continuous analyzers shows the montored pollutants were well kel ow
federal or state ambient sir quality standards Continuensly mentored nonstituents included: partieulate matter
P2 5, sulbur diosnde (202, wotal hydm carbons {THCY, ozons, h}: drogen sulfide (H2 arbon monoexide
(200 methane and non smethane organie carbon (MO, and wind speed and direction. In addition, BMANL
taffuaeu summa canisters to collect & grab ramples i the commumity for analysis at LDEQ s contract lab,
These results are generally avatable tn 3060 days and when avalable, LDEG s Ay Planning and Asseestent
Li:tv*sw aowill Follow upowith 2 report summan zing the results of this mission. That reportwill be avalable 1o the
agenoy’s Blectronic Docum ent Wanagem ent Svetern (EDMEY, ancessible through the ageney’s public website,
http.vz ww deg louisiane gov.

Zeverd comments offered by members of the public dunng the communty tour of the MAML expressada
concirn about additional monitoring in the community (bevendthe 3 dave provided by the MAMLY and niore
frrmal LDEC engagem ent with the cammunity. The LDEQhas been and is working toward longer-tenm
ambient air monitoring strategies Yor 3t James Partsh. In addition, LDEQ &5 commitedtoutiiiming all tools and
resenries we have avalable to tran, edunate, and inforn the public. We widb follew np with you on the data
results and discuss bow cilizens canaceess and ulilize the tos l thatare available to partivipate effectively in the
decision making process The LDED will continue to work to addr zen conecerns, and we look Torward o
watking further with vo

uin thig regard As slwaye, your cooperation 15 greatly appreciated.

“Warimnest Hegards,

Penise Bennett | Doputy Secretary

Lesii sz Depmtment of Srwvironmental Cuality

BOE M50 G Balon Rouge, LA 70802

235.299.3851 (O} | L8706 054 ()| 2RE 3288245 (F)
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